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SMOKESMOKE
SIGNALSSIGNALS

Hello Lakeside Families!

I trust all your New Year’s resolutions are in full swing and none of you
have given up on bettering yourself for 2025. Here at Lakeside, we are
continuing our commitment to improving each and every day.  Our
students returned with a renewed commitment to learning and our
teachers and staff have returned recharged and ready to provide an
amazing learning environment for our kids.

Speaking of an amazing environment, nothing improves a classroom
environment quite like getting backpacks off the floor and tidying up a
bit.  With that in mind, we need your help! We need to put together
over 80 cubbies from IKEA for our elementary teachers. For all you
IKEA experts (and I know there are many of you!) please consider
coming to Lakeside on Saturday January 18th at 9 am with your
cordless drills to help us assemble all these cubbies. Mr. Kenry
Gonzales will be on-site to help get the boxes to the classrooms, and
we just need you all to build them! Thanks again to our PTO and our
community for working so hard to raise the money for these cubbies. 

Here in Sasquatch Country, we are in the heart of winter. The fire is
blazing at our site, and these are the latest smoke signals. . . 

Dr. Gates



Event
s!

SCHOOL HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday

& Friday
8:40 am - 3:00 pm

Wednesday
8:40 - 2:00 pm

School doors open at 8:20 & close at 8:40
Students who arrive after 8:40 they must check in

at the front office. scan here to start
earning money for
Lakeside Academy

1/6 - Back to school
1/8 - Regular School Day (no early release)

1/9 - Home Basketball game 5:30
1/15 - Regular School Day (no early release)

1/16 - Basketball game at VRA 5:30
1/20 - MLK Jr. Day / No School

1/21 - Home Basketball game 5:30
1/22 - Regular School Day (no early release)

1/23- PTO General Meeting 6:00 pm
1/23 - Home Basketball game at 5:30
1/28 - Home Basketball game at 5:30

1/29 - Regular School Day (no early release)
1/30 - Character Counts Ceremony

1/30 - Home Basketball game at 5:30



An Easy Way to Support Our Classroom!

What a wonderful community of learners we have in our
classroom this year! 

I'm so excited to help our students learn and grow.
I have registered our classroom on DonorsChoose, an

amazing website where individuals can contribute to public
schools. Throughout the year, I will post requests for

resources that will help make your child's time at school
even more engaging, dynamic, and enriching.

Please spread the word about our classroom page (and
contribute if you can)! 

~ Ms. Restrepo-Irizarry

https://www.donorschoose.org/lakeside-art-ceramics

Help support the Arts
at Lakeside Academy



Wellness Corner
With the start of the new year and students and families often setting new
goals for wellness. A good place to start is knowing that our bodies need

Nutrients. There are 6 classes of nutrients. Water being one of the easiest,
most affordable, and accessible. 

January Challenge: Calculate your water needs and try to get your daily
amount of water each day this month!



We will be providing opportunities with the following sports/activities for Q3 in PE:
Soccer
Floor Hockey
Baseball/Softball – FUN AT BAT
Golf
Skill-Related Fitness
Pickleball

 
Please make sure to send students to school for PE with the following:

Appropriate athletic sneakers/tennis shoes

Water bottle

Appropriate attire and layers for unpredictable weather

*If you are not sure they have PE – dress them like they do as we see them 2x per week

 
5th Grade Character Cup Updates
We will be selecting 20 – 5th grade candidates for our Character Cup Inaugural Year – They have updated the events this year, here are this year’s events
we will be looking for students that demonstrate both strong character and athleticism.

Event Stations:
1. Jump Rope (2 boys, 2 girls)
2. Golf-Chipping (3 boys, 3 girls)
3. Sack Race (2 boys, 2 girls)
4. 100m Sprint (2 boys, 2 girls)
5. Shuttle Run Relay (4 boys, 4 girls)
6. Field Ski Teambuilding Event (2 boys, 2 girls)
7. TEAM TUG OF WAR (10 students)
We will be providing applications to students we select by the end of January.

LEADER IN PE will return in January! We will be looking
for students that demonstrate RESPECT and THINK

WIN WIN behaviors! As we move into our Team and more
competitive sports, it is important to remember good

sportsmanship, character, and kindness in PE.

Please check out some of our activities on Twitter X
@SasquatchPE as we enter Quarter 3



Ms. Walton: K - 2 Grade
Mr. Proietto: 3 - 5 Grade

Welcome our newest counselor
Ms. Joker: 6 - 7 Grade

Meet your Counselors

UPDATES
UPDATES

GUIDANCE
GUIDANCE



MEDIA CENTER NEWSMEDIA CENTER NEWSMEDIA CENTER NEWS

Click above for the SSYRA Jr. checklist

K-2nd grade parents,

We will be kicking off our SSYRA Jr books in the Media Center with Our
Incredible Library Book and the Journeys it Took. The students will learn

about library book care while enjoying the story. The Media Center staff has
created a Lakeside Academy version of Our Incredible Library Book for

students to “check out,” write in, and return. If your child brings home
our LSA version of this book, please read it with your child, discuss taking
care of the book, and allow your child to add a little bit about themselves
inside the book. Please use ½ of a page.   Return this book as soon as you

have finished, so that other students can enjoy the book too!
Thank you and happy reading!!

From,
The LSA Media Center

The Media Center would like to say THANK YOU for all the amazing donations you have sent in for our
Makerspace and library space! We appreciate your generosity!

ThankThank
you!

The students are making and creating in Media and
are in need of materials! If possible, please donate
materials from our Amazon wish list. We are also

looking for everyday household items for projects.
Please click here to view list.



Lakeside SSYRA Readers 
These students have read all 15 books in their SSYRA grade level list! 

 Grades 3-5  Grades 6-8 

Dominic Masitti
Eloise Read
Sean Dalton
Alma Sancho
Ava Norman
Addison Chase
Marley Flood
Brooklyn Darmody
Deacon Halladey
Sarahmithurla Prabhu
Claire Jiang
Ty Thupthai
Holden Hendrickson
Siddhant Parbhoo
Archi Patel
Gyan Patel
Clemintine Zimmer
Lily Dell
Emma Delgado
Addysen Sholette

Hemkrish Satheeshkunar
Isabel Mathew
Garv Shahani

Viviana Huntean



Battle of the Books Tryouts 
Have you read at least 5 SSYRA books? 

Are you interested in trying out for the Battle of the
Books team? 

To accommodate all students, we will hold tryouts Monday,
January 13th-Thursday, January 16th during school hours

(8:20 am- 2:50 pm) in the Media Center. Students will need
permission from classroom teachers before coming to the

Media Center to complete the tryout quiz. 

Lakeside Academy will have 2 teams: 

Grades 3-5 

Middle School 

There will be 5 members and 2 alternates on each team.
(Permission slips to be on the team are required.) 

The teams will be announced on Friday, January 17th. 

Practices are TBA: Before or after school one/twice a week
plus at home practice 

All battles will be virtual: 9am-11am

Middle School battle: March 25th

Elementary battle: March 27th 
 

Interested? Please visit the Media Center to tryout!

~Mrs. Masitti 



Media Center Kindness Drawing Winners
These students were caught spreading kindness throughout our Media

Center!  

Every time a student is caught spreading kindness in the
library, they enter our Bucket Filler Drawing.  At the end of
each month, one student from each grade level (K-5) will

be pulled as our winners!

Kindergarten

Caleb
Sides

1ˢᵗ Grade

Adalyn
Drager

Second Grade

Gianna
Masitti

3ʳᵈ Grade

Ben
Pereira

4ᵗʰ Grade

Aston
Burnett

5ᵗʰ Grade

Sofia
Vella

Thank you for spreading kindness!

Congratulations, winners!!



Clinic Corner

Papa John’s
Pizza

 available on
Wednesdays
 $2.00/slice

a la carte

S
A
S
Q
U
A
T
C
H

C
A
F
E

Clothing donations would 
be greatly appreciated for 

our clinic!
We are in need of:

Girls clothing sizes 10 and up
Boys bottoms, all sizes

Thank you in
advance!



Middle SchoolMiddle School
NewsNews

DRESS CODE POLICY CELL PHONE POLICY

Middle School PE Update
The locker rooms are complete and all middle school PE students have been assigned a locker and

been given a lock in the locker room. Dressing out for class and wearing athletic footwear is an
expectation. If a uniform still needs to be purchased for your child, please use this link to do so.

PURCHASE UNIFORM HERE
Please reach out to Coach Martel with any questions or concerns. We appreciate your support and

look forward to more fun activities ahead!



Middle SchoolMiddle School
NewsNews
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Please bring a set of headphones to

keep in your backpack, for testing as

well as classroom assignments.

Thank you!



Middle SchoolMiddle School
NewsNews

January 9th:         LA vs POA
January 14th:       BYE
January 16th:       LA @ VRA
January 21st:       LA vs PIA
January 23rd:       LA vs MCA
January 28th:       LA vs LPA
January 30th:       LA vs VRA
February 4th:       LA @ PVA
February 6th:       BYE
February 11th:     LA @ LPA
February 13th:     LA @ FCA
February 18th:     LA vs FCA
February 20th:     LA @ POA
February 25th:     BYE
February 27th:     BYE
March 4th:           LA @ TCA
March 6th:           LA @ PIA

2025 Sasquatch Basketball Schedule

Home Games are in Orange

GIRLS GAME AT 5:30 PM
BOYS GAME IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

Come out and support
our teams!

SASQUATCH SPIRIT



Softball Registration
Now Open!!! 

 
5th, 6th, and 7th grades 

Register at- www.sjmsaa.org/softball 

Registration closes February 15th 
Season runs February- May 

Come be part of the first softball team at 
Lakeside Academy! 

Let’s go Sasquatches!!!! 



Seatbelt on, face forward, aisle clear

Voice levels
0 - Silence, 1 - Whisper, 2 - Calm voice tone

Respectful language

Hands and feet to self

Cell phones - sound off or use headphones

sasquatchsasquatch
busbus

expectationsexpectations



FOR
GRADES
 3-5



The access codes for parents/guardians to view test scores for their student in the Family Score Portal have been updated. The new access codes have been posted to HAC and are available
under the Registration tab. Both new and old access codes will continue to work in the Family Score Portal thru November 10th. Please make note of the new code to access scores after

November 10th.





St Johns County School District 

Come join our team. 

 Guest Teacher (substitute)
posting in AppliTrack Application 

System on our district website 
December 16th January 3, 2025. 

SJCSD is ready to hire Guest Teachers who are
ready to make a difference for students in Pre-K -
12th grade. 
Daily hourly rate $15.00. Florida certified teacher 
or retired S.J.C.S.D teacher is $18 hourly rate. 
The Guest Teacher role provides: 

 Opportunity to put your degree to work. 
Flexibility you pick the days and schools. 
An opportunity to work with diverse student populations.
An opportunity to contribute to the learning and development
of the students in our school district. 

Applicants who hold a minimum of an Associate degree or equivalent of 60 credits or higher and
who are 20 years of age or older are eligible to apply. Preferences given to applicants that have
graduated or are graduating from an Education program. All applicants will be considered for
strong teaching potential, above average references, experience in critical need areas, and/or an
education degree. 

For full job description, requirements and to apply online,
Visit: https://www.applitrack.com/stjohns/onlineapp/

Questions? Please call 904-547-7636 SmartFind Helpdesk or
application questions call AppliTrack helpdesk 547-7631. 




