
Greetings Sasquatch families,

For those of you who haven’t heard, Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow on
Groundhog’s Day this year predicting 6 more weeks of winter. I’m not sure what
his compatriot prognosticating groundhogs Buckeye Chuck, Woodstock Willie,
or Milltown Mel saw that morning, but no one let Florida know because we have
beautiful weather in store and will be pushing 80 this week.  On a separate note,
you may want to mention to your northern relatives that in Florida we celebrate
“Ground Conch Day” as apparently (based on in-depth internet sleuthing) an
aquarium on Marathon Key has a prognosticating mollusk. . . only in Florida!

Cold weather or not, I can’t help but be grateful for the hard work of our
students, our staff, and our community for the good of our school. I’d like to
especially thank our PTO and parent volunteers who helped assemble cubbies in
the month of January for our elementary school classrooms.This was a major
focus of our school this year and we are so grateful to the many folks who came
out to help our kids.In addition, the Penny Wars has been a huge hit for our
school, and our students were excited to battle by grade level and put that loose
change to work here at Lakeside. This is just a few of the countless examples of
our community rallying around our school.

Our newsletter is packed with highlights this month from Literacy Week and the
100th day of school. It’s hard to believe we are over 100 days into the school year
and I’m so grateful for the hard work and dedication from our students, staff,
and community to help us in our inaugural year. 

There’s just a small campfire here tonight, the weather is a tad warmer here in
Sasquatch country, but these are the latest smoke signals!
Dr. Gates
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SCHOOL HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday &

Friday
8:40 am - 3:00 pm

Wednesday
8:40 - 2:00 pm

School doors open at 8:20 & close at 8:40
Students who arrive after 8:40 they must check in

at the front office.

scan here to start
earning money for
Lakeside Academy

2/4 - Basketball game at PVA 5:30
2/5 - No Early Release

2/6 - Spring Picture Day
2/11 - 3rd quarter Interims available on HAC

2/11 - Basketball game at LPA
2/12 - Regular Early Release

2/13 - Basketball game at FCA
2/14 - Student Holiday / Teacher Inservice Day

2/17 - President’s Day / Teacher & Student Holiday
2/18 - Home Basketball game vs. FCA 5:30

2/20 - PTO Meeting 9 am
2/20 - MS Band Concert 7:00
2/24 - Big Smiles Dental Visit

2/25 - SAC Meeting 3:30
2/27 - Character Counts Ceremony

UpcomingUpcomingUpcoming
EventsEventsEvents



*Important reminders regarding car line procedures*

Morning Drop-Off

Please pull all the way forward and fill in every available space.
Please do not stop mid-way or near front door, we need to get as
many cars in drop off line as possible.
Please ensure students are ready to exit upon stopping.

  

Afternoon Pick-Up

Please hang your PIKMYKID number/name on your rear view
mirror or place PIKMYKID card on dashboard so all staff can read.
Keep pulling forward in the line, if cars ahead move, please move
with them.

Please remember - the latest 
time to check out 

your student is 2:15 pm



A big thank
you to all the
parents who
volunteered

their time and
efforts to help
build cubbies

for our
amazing

teachers!
We appreciate

you!



An Easy Way to Support Our Classroom!

What a wonderful community of learners we have in our
classroom this year! 

I'm so excited to help our students learn and grow.
I have registered our classroom on DonorsChoose, an

amazing website where individuals can contribute to public
schools. Throughout the year, I will post requests for

resources that will help make your child's time at school
even more engaging, dynamic, and enriching.

Please spread the word about our classroom page (and
contribute if you can)! 

~ Ms. Restrepo-Irizarry

https://www.donorschoose.org/lakeside-art-ceramics

Help support the Arts
at Lakeside Academy

https://www.donorschoose.org/classroom/lakeside-art-ceramics


Wellness Corner

February is Healthy Heart Month, learning about heart disease and prevention is key. Heart health
can be improved through regular cardiorespiratory activities, with a mix of moderate and vigorous
physical activity. Remember 1 hour of moderate to vigorous physical activity each day is
recommended. February Challenge: Add a Cardiorespiratory Endurance Activity each day! Take a
walk in the neighborhood, play pickleball, swim, jump rope, etc.

 
Wear Red on February 13th to represent Heart Health Month

   

PE Corner
Quarter 3 Activities/Skills

Soccer (completed)
Floor Hockey (completed)
Baseball/Softball – FUN AT BAT – overhand throwing, fly and ground balls throwing and fielding,
batting, running, tagging base for out
Golf – Grip, stance, putting, chipping for distance and accuracy
Skill-Related Fitness – Agility, Balance, Coordination, Reaction Time, Speed, and Power - ruler drop,
shuttle run, 40 yard dash, broad jump, sit to rise
Pickleball – forehand/backhand strokes, kitchen play, serving
Field Day



Please make sure to send students to school for PE with the following:

Appropriate athletic sneakers/tennis shoes
Water bottle
Appropriate attire and layers for unpredictable weather
*If you are not sure they have PE – dress them like they do as we see them 2x per week

5th Grade Character Cup Updates

We have selected our 20 candidates for tryouts and will be narrowing it down to
5 boys and 5 girls with 1 alternate each. Tryouts are occurring on February 3rd
or 4th.

Please mark your calendars to come out and support our final team on
Wednesday, March 26th at 4pm at Tocoi Creek High School Stadium

LAKESIDE 1st ANNUAL FIELD DAY – WE NEED YOUR HELP

Due to our school being new, we have not had time to collect fun items to help us
with field days. We are looking to secure the items on our Equipment Wish List, if you
can help us, we would greatly appreciate it.

~ Field Day will be Tuesday, March 4th and Friday, March 7th ~
 Three grades will be scheduled on each day for 1 ½ hours each. Administration will

be providing more information soon!

Other ways to help:

We need 2 volunteers to run 8 stations (16 total) Sign up coming!
Make sure your child dresses in their team color (will be released by teacher at
a later date)
Make sure your child has a water bottle and correct athletic footwear/clothing

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/22CJEZK1OBXVZ?ref_=wl_share


Florida Statute 316 specifically states that all children under
the age of 16 must wear a properly fitted helmet when

operating a bicycle. This of course applies to electric bikes
as well. We are seeing more and more students without
helmets, please reach out to your local law enforcement

agencies if you need assistance with free helmet.

d) A bicycle rider or passenger who is under 16 years of age must wear a bicycle helmet that is properly fitted and is fastened
securely upon the passenger’s head by a strap and that meets the federal safety standard for bicycle helmets, final rule, 16

C.F.R. part 1203. A helmet purchased before October 1, 2012, which meets the standards of the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI Z 90.4 Bicycle Helmet Standards), the standards of the Snell Memorial Foundation (1984 Standard
for Protective Headgear for Use in Bicycling), or any other nationally recognized standards for bicycle helmets adopted by the

department may continue to be worn by a bicycle rider or passenger until January 1, 2016. As used in this subsection, the
term “passenger” includes a child who is riding in a trailer or semitrailer attached to a bicycle.

(e) Law enforcement officers and school crossing guards may issue a bicycle safety brochure and a verbal warning to a
bicycle rider or passenger who violates this subsection. A bicycle rider or passenger who violates this subsection may be

issued a citation by a law enforcement officer and assessed a fine for a pedestrian violation, as provided in s. 318.18.
Full Statute CLICK HERE

THERE IS A 70% INCREASE IN eBIKE/eSCOOTER
INJURIES in 2023, LOCALLY WE HAVE HAD

SEVERAL STUDENTS WITH HEAD AND BODILY
INJURIES DUE TO NOT WEARING HELMET on
REGULAR BIKE and SPEEDING ON eBIKES. 
Please Ask Deputy Ramos for more information!

https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2012/318.18
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2012/316.2065#:~:text=(d)%20A%20bicycle%20rider%20or,318.18.


LEADER IN PE 
February looking for our students that demonstrate CARING and THINK WIN WIN
behaviors as we move into our Team and more competitive sports, it is important to

remember good sportsmanship, character, and kindness in PE.
Please check out some of our activities on Twitter X @SasquatchPE in Quarter 3



UPDATESUPDATES
GUIDANCEGUIDANCE

National School 
Counseling Week 

February 3-7

Random Acts of 
Kindness

Day
February 17

https://www.buytheyearbook.com/en/bty/findmyschool


MEDIA CENTER NEWSMEDIA CENTER NEWSMEDIA CENTER NEWS

Click above for the SSYRA Jr. checklist

K-2nd grade parents,

We will be kicking off our SSYRA Jr books in the Media Center with Our
Incredible Library Book and the Journeys it Took. The students will learn

about library book care while enjoying the story. The Media Center staff has
created a Lakeside Academy version of Our Incredible Library Book for

students to “check out,” write in, and return. If your child brings home
our LSA version of this book, please read it with your child, discuss taking
care of the book, and allow your child to add a little bit about themselves
inside the book. Please use ½ of a page.   Return this book as soon as you

have finished, so that other students can enjoy the book too!
Thank you and happy reading!!

From,
The LSA Media Center

The Media Center would like to say THANK YOU for all the amazing donations you have sent in for our
Makerspace and library space! We appreciate your generosity!

ThankThank
you!

The students are making and creating in Media and
are in need of materials! If possible, please donate
materials from our Amazon wish list. We are also

looking for everyday household items for projects.
Please click here to view list.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPEgP4r4A/HADhf8U0VEO35EXyTuQQJA/edit
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/O05RSX4J9CIL?ref_=wl_share
https://www-la.stjohns.k12.fl.us/media/250-2/


Lakeside SSYRA Readers 
These students have read all 15 books in their SSYRA grade level list! 

 Grades 3-5  Grades 6-8 

Dominic Masitti
Eloise Read
Sean Dalton
Alma Sancho
Ava Norman
Addison Chase
Marley Flood
Brooklyn Darmody
Deacon Halladey
Sarahmithurla Prabhu
Claire Jiang
Ty Thupthai
Holden Hendrickson
Siddhant Parbhoo
Archi Patel
Gyan Patel
Clemintine Zimmer
Lily Dell
Emma Delgado
Addysen Sholette
Theo Faatz
Caleb Kawa
Fiona Fread

Hemkrish Satheeshkunar
Isabel Mathew
Garv Shahani
Amaia Cubero-Lopez
Jannah Nishaj

Viviana Huntean



Media Center Kindness Drawing Winners
These students were caught spreading kindness throughout our Media

Center!  

Every time a student is caught spreading kindness in the
library, they enter our Bucket Filler Drawing.  At the end of
each month, one student from each grade level (K-5) will

be pulled as our winners!

Kindergarten

Haley
Cagle

1ˢᵗ Grade

Bonnie
Walter

Second Grade

Eiley
Henderson

3ʳᵈ Grade

Cash
Love

4ᵗʰ Grade

Prayas
Kc

5ᵗʰ Grade

Walker
Barberio

Thank you for spreading kindness!

Congratulations, winners!!



Lakeside Academy students celebrated Literacy Week
with a neon glow check out party in Media.  Students
dressed in neon and created neon “bricks” with their
favorite book, series, or genre written in highlighters.

This year’s Literacy Week theme was “Building
Literacy: Constructing the Foundation for Success.



Ms. Moore and Ms.
Ramdass KG class

had a glow day since
we are 100 days

brighter!



Clinic Corner

Papa John’s
Pizza

 available on
Wednesdays
 $2.00/slice

a la carte

S
A
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Clothing and snack donations
would be greatly appreciated for 

our clinic!
We are in need of:

Boys bottoms, all sizes
Snacks (saltines, cheez-its,
small water bottles)

Thank you kindly!



Middle SchoolMiddle School
NewsNews

Dress Code Policy Cell Phone Policy

Middle School PE Update
The locker rooms are complete and all middle school PE students have been assigned a locker and

been given a lock in the locker room. Dressing out for class and wearing athletic footwear is an
expectation. If a uniform still needs to be purchased for your child, please use this link to do so.

PURCHASE UNIFORM HERE
Please reach out to Coach Martel with any questions or concerns. We appreciate your support and

look forward to more fun activities ahead!

https://lakesideacademystore.com/collections/lakeside-academy-active-wear


Middle SchoolMiddle School
NewsNews

~ ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS ~ 

Please bring a set of headphones to

keep in your backpack, for testing as

well as classroom assignments.

Thank you!



Middle SchoolMiddle School
NewsNews

January 9th:         LA vs POA
January 14th:       BYE
January 16th:       LA @ VRA
January 21st:       LA vs PIA
January 23rd:       LA vs MCA
January 28th:       LA vs LPA
January 30th:       LA vs VRA
February 4th:       LA @ PVA
February 6th:       BYE
February 11th:     LA @ LPA
February 13th:     LA @ FCA
February 18th:     LA vs FCA
February 20th:     LA @ POA
February 25th:     BYE
February 27th:     BYE
March 4th:           LA @ TCA
March 6th:           LA @ PIA

2025 Sasquatch Basketball Schedule

Home Games are in Orange

Girls game at 5:30 pm
Boys game immediately following

Come out and support
our teams!

SASQUATCH SPIRIT



Softball Registration
Now Open!!! 

 
5th, 6th, and 7th grades 

Register at- www.sjmsaa.org/softball 

Registration closes February 15th 
Season runs February- May 

Come be part of the first softball team at 
Lakeside Academy! 

Let’s go Sasquatches!!!! 

http://www.sjmsaa.org/softball
http://www.sjmsaa.org/softball
http://www.sjmsaa.org/softball


Seatbelt on, face forward, aisle clear

Voice levels
0 - Silence, 1 - Whisper, 2 - Calm voice tone

Respectful language

Hands and feet to self

Cell phones - sound off or use headphones

sasquatchsasquatch
busbus

expectationsexpectations



FOR
GRADES
 3-5



The access codes for parents/guardians to view test scores for their student in the Family Score Portal have been updated. The new access codes have been posted to HAC and are available
under the Registration tab. Both new and old access codes will continue to work in the Family Score Portal thru November 10th. Please make note of the new code to access scores after

November 10th.





St Johns County School District 

Come join our team. 

 Guest Teacher (substitute)
posting in AppliTrack Application 

System on our district website 
December 16th January 3, 2025. 

SJCSD is ready to hire Guest Teachers who are
ready to make a difference for students in Pre-K -
12th grade. 
Daily hourly rate $15.00. Florida certified teacher 
or retired S.J.C.S.D teacher is $18 hourly rate. 
The Guest Teacher role provides: 

 Opportunity to put your degree to work. 
Flexibility you pick the days and schools. 
An opportunity to work with diverse student populations.
An opportunity to contribute to the learning and development
of the students in our school district. 

Applicants who hold a minimum of an Associate degree or equivalent of 60 credits or higher and
who are 20 years of age or older are eligible to apply. Preferences given to applicants that have
graduated or are graduating from an Education program. All applicants will be considered for
strong teaching potential, above average references, experience in critical need areas, and/or an
education degree. 

For full job description, requirements and to apply online,
Visit: https://www.applitrack.com/stjohns/onlineapp/

Questions? Please call 904-547-7636 SmartFind Helpdesk or
application questions call AppliTrack helpdesk 547-7631. 



The St. Johns County School Board is asking for input from
the community on the leadership qualities desired in our

next Superintendent. Your feedback is crucial in helping us
identify the best leader to guide our district toward

continued success. The Superintendent Search Public
Survey, conducted by the Florida School Boards

Association in collaboration with the St. Johns County
School Board, is an essential part of this process. Your
responses will help shape the application process and

develop interview questions for candidates.
Complete the Superintendent Search Public Survey

SAC Parent Needs Assessment Survey
Only one parent from each family should

complete the survey.
Thank you for your input!

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8157888/St-Johns-County-Superintendent-Search-Community-Survey
https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=n6MLmm5M



