
Parent
Handbook
2026-2027

https://www-la.stjohns.k12.fl.us/extended-day/

Extended Care Program

BIGFOOTBIGFOOTBIGFOOTBIGFOOT
BBAASSEECCAAMMPPBBAASSEECCAAMMPP



We are delighted to welcome you and your child to Bigfoot Basecamp
Extended Care. Our program is dedicated to providing a safe, warm,
nurturing, and stimulating environment where children feel supported
beyond the school day. We are committed to offering enriching
experiences that promote connection, confidence, and continued
growth before and after the classroom day ends.

At Bigfoot Basecamp, we emphasize a child centered, play based
approach that supports social-emotional development,
independence, and positive relationships. Our dedicated staff work in
partnership with families to create a supportive, caring community
where every child feels valued and encouraged to grow to their
unique potential.

This Parent Handbook is designed to serve as a helpful guide to our
policies, routines, and program expectations. We encourage you to
review it carefully, as it will provide valuable information on how we
can work together to ensure a positive and enriching extended care
experience for your child.

Please do not hesitate to reach out with questions or concerns. We
look forward to an exciting and joyful journey with you and your child!

Welcome to
Bigfoot
Basecamp

Dear Parents,

Warm regards,

Vanessa Salcedo-Dheureux
Program Coordinator, Bigfoot Basecamp



Vision,
Mission, and
Philosophy



Our
Vision
We envision a safe, nurturing, and
enriching extended care environment
where children feel supported
beyond the school day. We aim to
foster children’s social-emotional
growth and essential life skills that
support each child’s long term
academic and personal success.

Our
Mission
Our mission is to provide a safe, inclusive,
and stimulating experience that fosters
the social, emotional, intellectual, and
physical development of each child. We
strive to:

Encourage independent thinking and
problem-solving skills.

Support the social and emotional
growth of children through meaningful
interactions.

Foster creativity and imagination
through hands-on experiences.

Partner with families to create strong
connections.



Our Philosophy
At Bigfoot Basecamp, we believe children learn best through play, exploration, and
guided discovery beyond the school day. Our programming is designed to support
whole-child development by integrating the following approaches:

Play-Based Activities

Encourages active and joyful
engagement.
Builds foundational skills in
social interaction.
Develops problem-solving and
critical thinking abilities.

Teaches children how to express
emotions and communicate
effectively.
Promotes empathy,
cooperation, and self-
regulation.
Creates a warm, inclusive
environment.

Provides sensory-rich
experiences through arts, music,
science, and nature activities.
Encourages creativity and
innovation through interactive
projects.
Develops fine and gross motor
skills through active play.

Recognizes parents as a child’s
first and most important
caregivers and teachers.
Encourages open
communication and
collaboration between families
and extended day caregivers.

01 Social-Emotional
Development02

Hands-On Exploration03 04 Family Partnership



Our goal is to provide a safe, engaging space where
children can explore their interests, build confidence, and
develop positive relationships outside the classroom.

We believe that every child grows in their own unique way.

Student Profile
At Bigfoot Basecamp, we embrace the uniqueness of
every child while nurturing essential developmental skills.
Our ideal student profile includes:

Curious
learner

Confident
communicator

Kind 
friend

Creative
thinker

Growing
individual

Joyful 
Learners



Programming
& Approach



At Bigfoot Basecamp, we believe that the time
before- and after-school should be engaging,
hands-on, and filled with opportunities for play,
creativity, and connection. Our programming is
designed to nurture social, emotional, cognitive,
and physical growth in children while making the
experience fun and meaningful.

Our
Programming
We offer a well-balanced mix of structured and unstructured activities
designed with a play-based, child-centerd approach in mind.

Activities are planned with a focus on key developmental
areas:

Emotional Skills
Development

Exploration &
Discovery

Fine & Gross Motor
Skills

Creativity &
Imagination

Social Skills
Development

Character &
Responsibility



Outdoor Play &
Exploration

Utilizing outdoor spaces to promote
physical activity, teamwork,
observation skills, and appreciation
for the natural environment.

03 Whole-Child
Approach

Addressing emotional, social,
physical, and cognitive
development.

04

At Bigfoot Basecamp, our Extended Care staff
uses a combination of guided activities and free
play to create a well-balanced and enjoyable
before- and after-school experience that
supports social, emotional, and developmental
growth beyond the school day.

Hands-On
Experiences

Children participate in active
exploration, using real-world
materials to promote meaningful
engagement.

Our
Approach

01 Guided & Child-Led
Offerings

Encouraging curiosity and problem-
solving through discovery-based
experiences.

02



Group
Structure & 
Activity
Environment



Our extended care program is designed to provide
consistent supervision, age-appropriate support, and a
welcoming experience for students before and after the
school day

Group Structure

After-School Care02
In the afternoon, students are organized into groups of children of similar age and grade.

Each group is supervised by a dedicated and experienced Group Leader, who provides
the guidance, structure, and support children need while in our care.

Group Leaders greet students at dismissal, provide afternoon snack, and take time to
connect with children by discussing their school day. Under the supervision of their
Group Leader, students participate in a variety of engaging activities, which may include:

Exercise and sports
Computer time
Homework Lab
Arts and crafts
Fee-based enrichment camps
Social skills building

Before-School Care01
During morning hours, flexible grouping is used to safely supervise students across
multiple grade levels. 

This approach allows children to start their day in a calm, inclusive environment while
ensuring appropriate supervision and smooth transitions to the school day.

Most importantly, extended care provides students with the opportunity to relax, connect,
and have fun with their friends in a safe and supportive setting.



Indoor & Outdoor Spaces


